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QUENTIN BAXTER, DRUMS/PERCUSSION 
KEVIN HAMILTON, BASS 
QUIANA PARLER, VOCALS 
CLAY ROSS, GUITAR/VOCLAS
CHARLTON SINGLETON, TRUMPET/VOCALS

DAVID KELLER, VIDEO PRODUCTION 
RECORDED LIVE AT TRUPHONIC RECORDING STUDIO
ELLIOTT ELSEY, CHIEF RECORDING ENGINEER
QUENTIN E. BAXTER (BME, LLC), AUDIO-POST PRODUCTION 
CLAY ROSS, PRODUCTION MANAGER



Ranky Tanky have achieved many firsts for South Carolina’s 
West African-rooted Gullah community since their formation, 
earning yet another milestone earlier this year at the 
GRAMMY Awards by taking home the Best Regional Roots 
Album prize for their sophomore release, Good Time. The 
album, which also hit No. 1 on Billboard’s Contemporary 
Jazz Chart over the summer, combines songs carried down 
through generations in the Sea Islands of the Southeastern 
United States with the band’s own original compositions 
in the Gullah tradition. In Ranky Tanky’s hands, this style 
of music has been described as “soulful honey to the ears” 
(NPR) while being covered by the New York Times, NPR’s 
Fresh Air and The TODAY Show, who had the band on for a 
performance earlier this year.

Ranky Tanky (which is a Gullah phrase for “get funky”) are five 
lifelong friends from Charleston, South Carolina who have 
established themselves as passionate global ambassadors 
for their local culture and community, helping to faithfully 
preserve the traditions originated by African Americans in 
the coastal South during slavery that are kept alive through 
the present day. The band have been featured on NPR’s 
Fresh Air, The Today Show, PBS Newshour and The Late Show 
with Stephen Colbert #playathome. They were recently the 
subjects of a 10-page profile in Oxford American’s South 
Carolina Music Issue and were named 2020 Artist of The Year 
by the Charleston City Paper.
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Last season, Duke Performances held over 100 
residency events with visiting artists, reaching over 
2,000 Duke students and 2,000 members of the 
Durham community through class visits, public 
conversations, master classes, workshops, and pop-up 
concerts, as well as K-12 engagement with Durham 
Public Schools.

We bring diverse and virtuosic artists to classrooms 
and public forums in ways that enrich our vibrant 
campus and community and foster conversation 
around the themes, traditions, and perspectives 
embodied in the work of these visiting artists.

Your contribution to Duke Performances 
ensures that we can continue to make these 
meaningful and memorable opportunities available at 
no cost to the community. 
Thank you for your support.

For a list of our donors, or to give a gift to Duke 
Performances, visit www.supportdukeperformances.org

Alsarah talking to students at Durham School of the Arts.
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